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LIVING ON THE 
FAULT LINE

One of the biggest surprises of my life occurred 
several years ago. At the time, I was living alone 
in the Los Angeles area.

After about a year of residency, I thought I 
had acclimated fairly well into the culture and 
lifestyle of Southern California. I knew how to 
navigate the highway system. I knew where 
some of the cheap eateries and places of 
entertainment for always-nearly-broke graduate 
students like myself were. And I knew where 
the good book stores were (an absolute must!).

I also knew that I was living near the San Andres 
fault line. I had seen some of the news reports 
about earthquakes in years past. I had come 
across some of the signs in public buildings, 
“In Case of Earthquake . . . .” I had heard the 
stories about the possibility of Los Angeles one 
day slipping off into the Pacifi c Ocean. I was 
well-informed about all these things.   

So, one night when I was abruptly awakened 
out of a sound sleep as the earth rumbled 
under me, I should not have been so surprised. 
(“Surprised” is an understatement. I nearly wet 
my pants I was so freaked out!)  

As Christians, we know there is a devil and 
that he is on the loose warring against our soul. 
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 “I was born and 
raised in a small 
community in rural 
Michigan. My parents 
were hard working. 
They were also 
alcoholics. Throughout 
my childhood I saw 
drinking as a way of life.

 On my 18th birthday, my friends and I got together 
to celebrate. We drank all night. I enjoyed the way 
alcohol made me feel. This began a long and hard 
road of alcohol abuse. 

 When I was 24, I got married and had two 
beautiful children. Life was good except for the 
drinking. I would make promises to quit and then be 
devastated when I broke my promises. I was tearing 
my family apart.

 I ended up out of work at the age of 40 when 
the company with whom I was employed closed fi ve 
plants in Michigan. That same year my wife fi led for 
divorce. My life was falling apart.

 I went through four in-house rehabilitation 
programs. On one occasion I ended up in a hospital 
due to alcohol poisoning. No matter what I did or 
how bad things got I couldn’t and wouldn’t stop 
drinking.

 In 2006 things reached a head. My daughter 
forced me to contact Life Challenge before I did 
something crazy or killed myself. She had heard about 
the program through her in-laws and church. I agreed 
to try the program even though I had no intention of 
staying anywhere for one year. I just wanted to get 
everyone off my back.

 When I walked through the doors I was bitter, 
lost, and full of guilt. I had no interest in God. I had 
never even opened the Bible a day in my life before I 
came to Life Challenge.  

 Sitting in Bible classes day after day changed 
things, however. Jesus came alive to me. I began to 
understand who Jesus was and what He did.  I came 
to believe in Christ and the sacrifi ce He made for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  Peace like I had never known 
entered my soul.

 I graduated in April of 2007 full of hope and free 
of addiction. I was given everything I needed to live a 
godly life. I went back to church and got involved in a 
Christian recovery group. I found a job right away. 
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