
    All of life is to be lived for the glory of God. From our eat-

ing and drinking to our working, playing, and parenting . . . 

everything we do is to be done for the purpose of making 

something of God’s beauty and character known. “So whether 

you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 

God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

   This includes our “husbanding” and “wifing.” 

   The ultimate purpose of marriage is to put the covenant rela-

tionship of Christ and His church on display. “‘For this reason 

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a profound 

mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church” (Eph. 

5:31-32). 

    This is a sobering reality. Our marriages are to be living 

pictures of Christ’s sacrificial love. But how is this possible? 

There are sins, flaws, idiosyncrasies, and weaknesses in each 

of us which make living in peaceful community with others 

seem too difficult to achieve. 

   If we are to glorify God in our marriages, we must continu-

ally build upon the gospel of God’s grace. In marriage (as 

well as singleness) you must live moment by moment in glad 

dependence on Christ’s forgiveness and justification. As you 

daily appropriate Christ’s work at Calvary, your heart will 

swell with life-transforming affections. “Therefore, since we 

have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ . . . .  And we rejoice in the 

hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1-2). 

   About a year ago I was on my way to work. I  stopped at a 

major intersection waiting for the light to turn green. When it 

did, I proceeded across. At the same time, an unsuspecting car 

on the cross road bolted through the red light coming within 

inches of sideswiping me. My life raced before me. My heart 

nearly jumped out of my chest. 

   I saw differently the rest of that day. From the squirrels to the 

trees to the postal carrier to my son’s kids meal prize. I came to 

appreciate things I never knew existed. And things which nor-

mally bother me—like slow pokes on the road, my neighbor’s 

barking dog, and a certain reporter for ABC news—went right 

over my head. I missed them completely. 

   When you have escaped catastrophe, your attitude changes. 

New-found powers of patience and endurance arise within you. 

Priorities shift. The preciousness of life takes on a new dimen-

 

February 2009 

    

I Almost Died and              Married 

By Jeff Bonzelaar, Executive Director 

“The ultimate purpose of  

marriage is to put the covenant 

relationship of Christ and His 

church on display.” 



Page 2 

sion. 

   So it is for those who have experienced deliverance 

through the cross. Because Christ took my guilt and 

punishment, I no longer stand condemned and under His 

wrath.  Because of Christ’s atoning sacrifice, I am rec-

onciled to God and adopted into His family and made a 

joint heir with Christ. 

   This makes me secure, confident, and hopeful. I no 

longer need the approval of others. My joy is not deter-

mined by whether or not I get my way. The irritating 

habits of others no longer ruin my day. Because I have 

been forgiven of so much, I can forgive others so much 

more easily (and fully and finally). I am free. 

   I am free to be the spouse God made me to be. 

   I am free to love my mate like Christ loves His church. 

I can patiently and cheerfully suffer pain, difficulty, 

loss, misunderstanding, and mean words without break-

ing down or bailing out. I can stay married, for God’s 

sake. 

   The main battle in life—whether in marriage or single-

ness—is to believe the gospel.  To really believe it—to 

trust it, embrace it, cherish it, bank on it, breathe it. 

   Marriage is difficult work (as is any relationship). But 

it is good work—work which we must do and succeed 

at. We cannot allow our marriages to fail. The effects of 

divorce are devastating to everyone—the children, ex-

tended family, the church, and society as a whole. 

   But the main reason we cannot allow our marriages to 

fail is that divorce misrepresents Christ and his covenan-

tal love. You see, Christ will never leave His wife. 

There may be times of distance and backsliding on our 

part. But Christ keeps his covenant forever. And mar-

riage is to display that! 

   I understand that there are times when separation is 

warranted. Adultery, assault, child abuse, drug addiction 

and alcoholism, gambling, and theft can push forbear-

ance across the line into assisting of sin. But in each of 

these cases, if separation is chosen, it must always be 

done with the aim of redemption—for the one being 

separated from, the children (where applicable), and 

ultimately the marriage. 

   One final word: divorce is not the unforgivable sin. There is 

only one such sin, and that is blasphemy against the Holy 

Spirit. All other sins a man or woman may be forgiven of. “If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness”(1 Jn. 1:9). 

“What God has joined together, let man not separate” 

(Mt. 19:6).  

“The main battle in life—
whether in marriage or  

singleness—is to  
believe the gospel.” 

Testimony 
Chad White 

 

      “I grew up in Niles, Ohio. My father was not ready 
for kids when my mother became pregnant with me, so 
they separated. My mom was from a very close-knit 
Italian family and everyone pitched in to raise me. I be-
came especially close to my grandfather.  
   My grandfather was a member of the Mafia. I was 
fascinated by the stories and wanted to be just like him. 
I was drawn to the danger and excitement. I wanted the 
money, power and everything else that came with it. 
   When I was sixteen years old my grandfather died. I 
was overcome with grief. I started smoking marijuana to 
cope with the loss. Then I began seeing a doctor for 
anxiety. I was prescribed Xanax, a tranquilizer that is 
highly addictive. I was also taking pain medication for a 
back injury. I started abusing both and became addicted.  
   I turned to criminal activity to support my drug use. 
For the next 10 years I was constantly in trouble with 
the law. I tried to settle down. I got involved in a long 
term relationship and had a daughter. But I just could 
not stay clean or out of jail. 
   In 2006 I was back in jail for probation violation along 
with several new charges. I was facing 10 years in 
prison. I met a guy who was a Christian and he led me 
to the Lord. He told me about Life Challenge. The 
courts eventually agreed to sentencing the rest of my 
time to Life Challenge. 
   I entered the program in March 2007. Through the 
daily Bible classes and chapel, I became transformed. 
God began to renew my mind and gave me a desire to 
know Him more. I fell in love with Jesus and learned 
how to be a man of integrity. The men I idolized as a 
youth were not the men I wanted to become. Jesus 
showed me a better way. He has become my new role 
model. 
   I am currently employed with a church in the mainte-
nance department. I’m in the Word and prayer daily. I 
have found a good support group that keeps me account-
able. I plan on going back to college soon to finish my 
degree. I thank God for what He has done in my life and 
look forward to what He will continue to do.” 
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2008 Financial Report 
 
INCOME 
Individual Offerings $254,754    36% 
Church Offerings   131,238 18.5% 
Business Offerings     35,766      5% 
Induction Fees      66,484   9.5% 
Fundraisers      46,972   6.5% 

 Banquets ($23,567) 
 Walk-a-thon ($17,269) 
 Golf Scramble ($6,136) 

Sales      93,253   13% 
 Yard/Misc ($74,582) 
  Vehicle ($12,275) 
  Christmas Tree ($6,396) 

Work Crews       5,550      1% 
Car Wash     50,285      7% 
Other      23,497   3.5% 

     TOTAL $707,799 

 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Gross Payroll             $461,156 60.5% 
Utilities    101,905 13.5% 
Building (repairs/maint.)     28,172   3.5% 
Insurances (liab/prop/veh)  32,447      4% 
Property Tax      10,817   1.5% 
Phone       10,579      1% 
Office/Postage        6,927      1% 
Promo/Enrichment     25,165   3.5% 
Food         3,705     .5% 
Vehicle Expense     33,060   4.5% 
Equipment        9,114   1.5% 
Miscellaneous      27,772   3.5% 
Missions      12,850   1.5% 

     TOTAL  $763,669 

Notes: 
1. We have no debt. 
2. Gross Payroll includes weekly salaries, re-

tirement, housing allowance, health insur-
ance ($86,999), worker’s compensation, dis-
ability, and FICA for 21 full-time and 6 part-
time workers. 

3. We have a total of 10 properties. This in-
cludes our main center, Grand River center, 7 
homes, and 1 storage facility. 

4. We operate a total of 14 vehicles. This in-
cludes 2 buses, 3 full size vans, 5 mini vans, 
2 trucks, and 2 cars. 

5. We serve nearly 270 meals per day, and our 
yearly food budget is only $3,705.  How can 
this be? Most of our food is donated. 

6. We endeavor to tithe 10% of our earnings 
(sales/car washes) to various ministries and 
missions. In addition, we support 3 Compas-
sion International children @ $9   6 per 
month. 

7. We receive no government support. 
8. We have a total of 632 “active” individual 

donors (given in the last 12 months). 
9. We have a total of 89 churches supporting 

us. 
10. We have a one-time induction fee for new 

students of $700.  Many are unable to pay 
this fee. 

11. We sell donated items (from cars to appli-
ances and furniture) on our Grand River lot 
which accounts for our yard/misc. sales in-
come. 

12. Work crew income is limited (too much li-
ability). Plus, we do not want to turn our pro-
gram into a work program. 

13. Weather permitting, we have a car wash 
every Saturday on our Grand River lot. 

 
Net cost per student: $850 per month (monthly 
student average = 75—55 men, 20 women). 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: We overspent in 2008 by 
$55,870. Yearly income was at its lowest in 8 
years. We have made cuts in every conceivable 
area without compromising our mission. Cash 
reserves are now under $10,000. We are living 
by faith. Please help us if you can. 
 
Together for souls, 
 

Jeff 


