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INTRODUCTION

In the last few years the television industry
has witnessed a huge market for reality shows.
Survivor, Fear Factor, The Amazing Race,
The Apprentice, and The Bachelor have been
among some of the more popular programs.
While each of these shows has their own dis-
tinctives, all have acommon theme. That
theme, | believe, reveals the deepest longing
of every human being—the yearning for ex-
citement, thrill, adventure, wonder, and mys-
tery (i.e., abuzz, ahigh, arush, akick).

C.S. Lewis made a statement along similar
lines. While | have taken the liberty to substi-
tute “glory” for his use of the word “heaven,” |
don’t think I’'m doing injustice to what he
meansto say. In fact, the two words—heaven
and glory—are to some degree interchange-
able.

Lewiswrites, “There have been timeswhen |
think we do not desire glory; but more often |
find myself wondering whether, in our heart of
hearts, we have ever desired anything else. . . .
It is the secret signature of each soul, the in-
communicable and unappeasable want, the
thing we desired before we met our wives or

made our friends or chose our work, which we
shall still (have) on our $---~t-----~v}
deathbeds, whenthe ~ § “eusismore

. 3 interested in
mind no longer knows  § .
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2 relieving grief... in

In t’he Gospel of John 3 showing us brilliance
there' s a person who 2 than sparing us
made a bold request of  § padness, in
Jesus, one that captures $ acquainting us with
Lewis sentiments. The ¢ splendor than
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man to whom I’ m refer- 3 alleviating
ring isPhilip. Hewasa ¢ suffering.”
disciple of Jesus. He
came to Jesus one day and said, “ Show usthe
Father and that will be enough for us’ (14:8).
Trangdlation: “ Show us greatness, show us
splendor, show usthe glory! We know that
will satisfy and quench our deepest thirst.”

Whether or not we haverealized it, al of us
have been hungering for the same thing as
Philip. The expression of that hunger, how-
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ever, has often taken us to all the wrong places. The
world tells us this glory we so desperately crave and
need isfound in fame and fortune, parties and
power, sex and cinematic productions. But it isnot
there. It ishidden elsewhere.

LOVE, DEATH, AND GLORY

Earlier in his gospel, John records the story of the
raising of Lazarus (ch. 11). Three things stand out:*

1. Jesuschoseto let Lazarusdie. Upon receiv-
ing the news that Lazarus was sick, Jesus remained
where he was two more days (v. 6). Jesuswasin no
hurry to cometo hisfriend’ said. The result was
that Lazarus died.

2. Jesuswas motivated by thedesireto glorify
God and display hisglory. “Thissicknesswill not
end in death. No, itisfor God’ s glory so that God’'s
Son may be glorified through it” (v. 4). Bringing
glory to the Father was Jesus singular aim.

3. Jesus decision to let Lazarusdie AND his
motivation to magnify God wer e expressions of
love. Notice how verses5 and 6 connect. The New
International Version of the Bible unfortunately in-
serts“yet” at the beginning of AAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAARARARY
vs. 6 making Christ’s decision § “we look for glory
to stay where he was appear § in well-shaped
divorced or independent of § bodies, exotic
the statement in vs. 5 which % vacations, extreme
tellsus of hislove for Lazarus § sports, and fast cars.
and sisters Marthaand Mary. § Christ, however,
The English Standard Version § workswith a
more accurately reads, “Now  § different set of
Jesus loved Martha and her § materials.”
sister and Lazarus. So when
he heard that Lazarus wasill, he stayed two days
longer.” BECAUSE Jesus loved Marthaand Mary
so very much, BECAUSE of his deep concern for
their greater good, Jesus permitted Lazarusto die.

Why? Asthe story points out, Jesus is more inter-
ested in revealing glory than relieving grief. Heis
more interested in exposing perfection than extin-
guishing pain, in showing us brilliance than sparing
us badness, in acquainting us with splendor than al-
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leviating suffering.

Showing usthe glory is at the very heart of Jesus
longings for us. Because Jesusisloving, heisin-
tent and determined in meeting our deepest needs
and desires. He does this by showing us himself,
hisglory. Inone of the greatest recorded prayers
Jesus prayed (known as the High Priestly Prayer),
Jesus summed up the essence and goal of his 3%2
years of ministry with these words, “Father, | want
those you have given me to be with me where | am,
and to seemy glory” (Jn. 17:24).

But the way Jesus shows us the glory—his
glory—can be very strange. Hisglory is best seen
in difficulty and hardship, in brokenness and sor-
row, in foolishness and pain. The crossiswitness
to this. Who would have ever dreamed that the
greatest display of hate and cruelty would also be
the place where God'’ s love and beauty shine most
brightly?

The Apostle Paul discovered God' s power in hu-
man weakness (see 2 Cor. 12:7-10). The prophet
Jeremiah learned anew of God'’ s faithfulness when
the children of Israel were hauled off to Babylon
(see Lam. 3:22-23). David experienced the comfort
of his shepherd-God’ srod and staff in the valley of
the shadow of death (see Ps. 23:4).

Paul’ sthorn, Israel’ s captivity, and David' sval-
ley provided the context out of which God revealed
hisglory. Thisistruly amazing. We look for glory
in well-shaped bodies, exotic vacations, extreme
gports, and fast cars. Christ, however, works with a
different set of materials. He showsthe glory of his
sympathy in sickness (see Jn. 11:33-36); the excel-
lency of hisstrength in astorm (see Jn. 6:16-21);
and the superiority of hissufficiency in shortage
(see Jn. 2:1-11).

Y es, sometimes God raises the dead (asin the
case of Lazarus) and performs the miraculousin
ways that are more preferableto us. Then again, as
with Paul, sometimes he chooses to let the problem
persist.

What isrequired on our part isfaith. If we areto
witness this soul-satisfying glory we must trust that



God will manifest his magesty and that he knows
how best to do it. AsChrist told Marthaat her
brother’s tomb, “Did I not tell you that if you be-
lieved, you would see the glory of God?’ (Jn.11:40).

CONCLUSION

Ask God to show you hisglory. Ask himto
guicken you to his magnificence. It's ok to ask for
relief. It's perfectly normal to want healing and rec-
onciliation and financial security. But there’'s some-
thing more you need, and something more he wants
to give. God may choose to reveal hisglory by still-
ing the storm and removing the mountain. Then
again, he may not. Be assured, though, that however
he decides to answer your prayer, you will not be
disappointed.
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“1 have seen you in the sanctuary
and beheld your power and your glory.
Because your loveis better than life,

my lipswill glorify you...
My soul will be satisfied aswith the richest of foods.”

(Ps. 63:2-3, 5)

*| am indebted to pastor and author John Piper for his
analysis of this passage in his book Pierced by the Word.

-Testimony-
“l grew up on farm in the small town of
Y ale, Michigan. Life was going pretty good up un-
til the time | hit junior high. | met a bunch of new
kids that smoked, drank, and did drugs. | became
good friends with them and | began picking up
their bad habits. | went headlong into a pit of addic-

tion and recklessness for the next seven years.

| tried to quit many times but couldn't. My drug
use eventually got me into trouble with the law. |
got pulled over for driving on a suspended license
and operating a vehicle under the influence of
drugs (O.U.1.D). | was put on probation for 2 years
and had to pay alot of fines.
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é | ended up violating my probation and ag
warrant for my arrest was issued. | didn't have any
place to go. | hit awall of emotion. | was in pain
and had no idea what to do. | finally drove over to
my mom's house with the idea of turning myself
into the police because | just couldn't take the men- %
tal stress anymore. | told her what | wanted to do
but she recommended that | go to rehab. My father
had told me about Life Challenge a month earlier,
but when | found out that it was a year program, | %

% wanted nothing to do with it. At this time, however,
it didn't seem like a bad idea. So | filled out an ap-
plication and entered Life Challengein April 2004.

About a month into the program, we were at
church Sunday night. | was standing during the
song service trying my best to ignore the Spirit of
God. At the time | wanted to learn to sing. So | be-
gan to sing ‘Shout to the Lord.” | guess that was
enough for the Lord because it wasn't 30 seconds
after that | felt Jesus ‘jump right down my throat
and into my heart.’

Since that moment Jesus has been living in-
side of me and has been helping me, teaching me all
his commandments and his ways. Most importantly,
he has taught me how to truly love. That's the great-
est gift he has ever given me.

| am currently doing a 6-month internship at
Life Challenge. | feel as if | have a place to cal
home now. | feel comfortable and at peace. Praise
the Lord for al he has done.”

(]

TV

Together for souls,

St



